
ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS  
ENVIRONMENTAL  

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM



SECTION 507  
FEDERAL MANDATE

Congress recognized that small  
businesses lacked resources and  
needed help to understand and  
comply with complex  
environmental regulations.

Section 507 of the 1990 Clean Air  
Act (CAA) Amendments requires  
states and territories to set up  
programs to help small  
businesses



3 MANDATED 
COMPONENTS UNDER 

SECTION 507 OF THE CAA

Technical Assistance Program

Ombudsman

Compliance Advisory Panel



• Technical Assistance Component

• Located in the business assistance agency, our 
mission is to help you succeed

• Free and confidential
The Goal:

Reduce the regulatory burden on small businesses while  
protecting the environment through education &  

compliance assistance.

Small Business Environmental  
Assistance Program



ILLINOIS COMPLIANCE  
ADVISORY PANEL APPOINTEES
Mark Grant
State Director  
NFIB of IL

Alec Davis  
Executive  
Director  
IERG

Karen May  
Retired State  
Representative  
Former Chair,  
Environmental  
Health  
Committee  
Illinois House of  
Representatives

Bharat Mathur
Retired *CAP Chair
USEPA Deputy Regional  
Administrator / Acting  
Regional Administrator /  
Director, Air and Radiation  
Division

*Bureau of Air Chief, Julie Armitage serves as  
the IEPA representative

John Lee
Safety Health Environmental  
Services Director
Feed & Grain Association of IL

1 VACANCY



ILLINOIS COMPLIANCE  
ADVISORY PANEL ROLE

Render advisory opinions on the effectiveness of SBEAP  
and difficulties encountered by small businesses

Review materials, regulations, and legislation to ensure  
they are understandable to small businesses

 Identify issues of concern to small businesses

Advocate for small businesses with legislators and senior  
state agency management

*Staff support provided by the  
DCEO SBEAP



WHY IS SMALL BUSINESS  
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE  

ASSISTANCE IMPORTANT?
46% of Illinoisans are employed by small  

businesses (2.5 million)

80% of net new job growth & capital  
investment comes from Illinois’ existing  
businesses.

Costs per employee of environmental  
regulations are more than 4 times higher in  
small firms than in large firms



WHO DO WE HELP?
Thousands of small businesses subject to National 

Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants 
(NESHAP)

Roughly 80% Air permitted or registered sources 
are small  businesses (area sources)

4000+ small businesses are registered under  the 
IEPA’s Registration of Smaller Sources  (ROSS)
Program

Small Businesses impacted by other state and 
federal air regulations



COMPLIANCE  
ASSISTANCE TOOLS

• Toll-free helpline: 800-252-3998
• Environmental recordkeeping tools
• Easy to understand publications & factsheets
• Educational Seminars/Workshops
• One-on-one technical assistance
• Facilitated meetings with the regulatory  

agency

www.ildceo.net/enviro



ROSS FACTSHEETS



@ILSBEAP

@SBEAP_IL

Clean Air Clips 
Electronic Newsletter

To Subscribe From  
Your mobile device  
text ILSMALLBIZ to  

22828

Find Us on Social Media!



Example Common Industry Assistance

• Portable Crushers

• ROSS & Permit Eligibility & 
Compliance

• Fugitive Particulate Operating Plan 
(FPOP)

• Reciprocating Internal Combustion 
Engines (RICE NESHAP)





Serving Small Business  
& the Environment

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic  
Opportunity

Annette Fulgenzi, Program Manager  
Annette.Fulgenzi@Illinois.gov

217-785-8019


