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Nicholas W. Scala
nscala@connmaciel.com • 614.418.6048

Nick Scala is a Chair of the national MSHA • Workplace Safety Practice at Conn 

Maciel Carey LLP and a Partner in the firm’s OSHA • Workplace Safety Practice. 

He focuses on all aspects of occupational and mine safety & health law:

• Represents employers in inspections, investigations and

enforcement actions involving OSHA & MSHA

• Manages investigations of serious workplace accidents and 

discrimination/whistleblower complaints

• Handles all aspects of OSHA & MSHA litigation and rulemaking advocacy 

• Provides compliance advise to employers by administering privileged audits 

and investigations

• Chambers USA ranked OSHA/MSHA attorney and Certified Mine Safety 

Professional

mailto:nscala@connmaciel.com


MSHA’s Most Cited Standards
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Most Commonly Cited Standards

▪§ 56.12004 Electrical conductors.
Electrical conductors shall be of a sufficient size and current-carrying capacity to ensure that a rise in 
temperature resulting from normal operations will not damage the insulating materials. Electrical 
conductors exposed to mechanical damage shall be protected.

▪§ 56.12028 Testing grounding systems.
Continuity and resistance of grounding systems shall be tested immediately after installation, repair, and 
modification; and annually thereafter. A record of the resistance measured during the most recent tests 
shall be made available on a request by the Secretary or his duly authorized representative.
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Most Commonly Cited Standards

▪§ 56.14107 Moving machine parts.
(a) Moving machine parts shall be guarded to protect persons from contacting gears, sprockets, chains, drive, head, 
tail, and takeup pulleys, flywheels, couplings, shafts, fan blades, and similar moving parts that can cause injury.

(b) Guards shall not be required where the exposed moving parts are at least seven feet away from walking or 
working surfaces.

▪§ 56.14112 Construction and maintenance of guards.
(a) Guards shall be constructed and maintained to— 

(1) Withstand the vibration, shock, and wear to which they will be subjected during normal operation; and

(2) Not create a hazard by their use.

(b) Guards shall be securely in place while machinery is being operated, except when testing or making adjustments 
which cannot be performed without removal of the guard.
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Most Commonly Cited Standards

▪§ 56.14100 Safety defects; examination, correction and records.
(a) Self-propelled mobile equipment to be used during a shift shall be inspected by the equipment operator before 
being placed in operation on that shift.

(b) Defects on any equipment, machinery, and tools that affect safety shall be corrected in a timely manner to 
prevent the creation of a hazard to persons.

(c) When defects make continued operation hazardous to persons, the defective items including self-propelled 
mobile equipment shall be taken out of service and placed in a designated area posted for that purpose, or a tag or 
other effective method of marking the defective items shall be used to prohibit further use until the defects are 
corrected.

(d) Defects on self-propelled mobile equipment affecting safety, which are not corrected immediately, shall be 
reported to and recorded by the mine operator. The records shall be kept at the mine or nearest mine office from 
the date the defects are recorded, until the defects are corrected. Such records shall be made available for 
inspection by an authorized representative of the Secretary.
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Most Commonly Cited Standards

▪§ 56.20003 Housekeeping.
At all mining operations—

(a) Workplaces, passageways, storerooms, and service rooms shall be kept clean and orderly;

(b) The floor of every workplace shall be maintained in a clean and, so far as possible, dry condition. Where wet 
processes are used, drainage shall be maintained, and false floors, platforms, mats, or other dry standing places 
shall be provided where practicable; and

(c) Every floor, working place, and passageway shall be kept free from protruding nails, splinters, holes, or loose 
boards, as practicable.
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Most Commonly Cited Standards

▪§ 56.18002 Examination of working places.
(a) A competent person designated by the operator shall examine each working place at least once each shift before miners begin 
work in that place, for conditions that may adversely affect safety or health.

(1) The operator shall promptly notify miners in any affected areas of any conditions found that may adversely affect safety 
or health and promptly initiate appropriate action to correct such conditions.

(2) Conditions noted by the person conducting the examination that may present an imminent danger shall be brought to 
the immediate attention of the operator who shall withdraw all persons from the area affected (except persons referred to in 
section 104(c) of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977) until the danger is abated.

(b) A record of each examination shall be made before the end of the shift for which the examination was conducted. The record 
shall contain the name of the person conducting the examination; date of the examination; location of all areas examined; and 
description of each condition found that may adversely affect the safety or health of miners.

(c) When a condition that may adversely affect safety or health is corrected, the examination record shall include, or be 
supplemented to include, the date of the corrective action.

(d) The operator shall maintain the examination records for at least one year, make the records available for inspection by 
authorized representatives of the Secretary and the representatives of miners, and provide these representatives a copy on 
request.



MSHA Accidents
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MSHA Accident Fatality Data 2025

*29 listed on MSHA 
website as of 12/2/2025
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MSHA Accident Fatality Data 2025
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MSHA Accident Fatality Data 2025
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MSHA Accident Fatality Data 2024
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MSHA Accident Fatality Data 2024
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MSHA Accident Fatality Data 2024
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Questions?
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